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Nalafem Sudan Taskforce Open Letter
A Women-led Call For Sudan Peace Talks
To the Leaders of the 80th session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 80)

Issued: September 24, 2025

Nalafem Sudan Taskforce, joined by 100 Sudanese women and international feminist organisations, call on the
Member States at the 80th UN General Assembly to urgently resume a credible and inclusive peace process to
bring an end to the war in Sudan as it enters its third year. This appeal comes amid alarming developments
including the recent administrative secession due to the formation of a de-facto government in the Western
region of Sudan.

As Member States meet this month, the war in Sudan has devastated almost all regions in the country, and
continues to rage with alarming human cost and long-term developmental impact. In numbers, estimates put the
death toll at 150,000, however, it is likely higher due to starvation and collapse of the healthcare system. Sudan’s
displacement crisis is among the worst of the 21st century, with more than 14 million people displaced, uprooting
about 30% of the population, drawing comparisons to the scale of displacement during India’s partition in 1947.

Women and girls have borne the brunt of this war. Women Rights Organizations have documented and
highlighted widespread cases of sexual violence, sexual slavery, kidnappings of girls and women for ransom and
targeted attacks on women human rights defenders. Since the outbreak of conflict, 70% of Sudan’s medical
infrastructure has been damaged or rendered inoperable, leaving besieged cities like Al-Fashir in North Darfur

with no functioning medical services. This collapse has had devastating consequences for women and girls, who
face heightened risks during pregnancy and childbirth, limited access to reproductive and maternal care, and no
support for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence. Over 6,000 hectares of farmland, primarily cultivated
by women, have been destroyed, deepening food insecurity and compounding gendered impacts of hunger.
Women and girls are living under siege in Al-Fashir, Al-Dallanj and Kadulgi in South Kordofan state, without safe
passages to escape facing hunger, Sexual and Gender Based Violence or even death.

Despite the deep socio-political divide in the Sudanese government in Port Sudan and the newly established de-
facto government in Nyala, South Darfur, the situation of civilians and especially women remains urgent and
unrelenting. Since the war began, the Sudanese civil society and especially Sudanese women have organized,
mobilised and spearheaded peace talks. In recent months, we have seen a lack of political will inside Sudan and
from the international community to establish an inclusive and Sudanese-led peace process. We believe that the
Sudanese civil society, especially women-led organizations are committed to ending the war and bringing an end

to the suffering of women and girls.

In this regard, we call upon UN Member States engaging on Sudan at the UNGAS8O to:

o Call for the immediate resumption of peace talks that are co-led by Sudanese women and guided by the
values of feminist peace and in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 1325. Any talks must ensure that
peace is centered on the lived experiences of women instead of rewarding war lords for initiating and
instigating wars, and put women at the heart of the peace-building and reconstruction process.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/07/world/africa/sudan-genocide-numbers.html
https://apnews.com/article/sudan-war-refugees-displaced-un-8672055b2a23b019662e8005a8c54e77
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2024/9/22/refugee-chronicles-the-long-and-lonely-road-from-sudan-to-northern-france
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2024/9/22/refugee-chronicles-the-long-and-lonely-road-from-sudan-to-northern-france
https://en.emergency.it/blog/from-the-field/update-from-sudan-as-fighting-erupts-across-the-country/#:~:text=In%20a%20country%20already%20marked,funded%20by%20the%20European%20Union.

Demand that the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) facilitate humanitarian access especially to areas under siege such as
Al-Fashir, Al-Dallanj and Kadugli and halt the use of hunger as a weapon of war.

Pressure the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) to uphold the protection of civilians as per International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) and the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2736 (2024), which demands an end to the siege of
Al Fashir.

Urge the Sudanese authorities to remove administrative and bureaucratic impediments on aid groups and supplies
and uphold its commitment to the protection of civilians as enshrined in International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and
urge the establishment of a humanitarian corridor monitored by the UN to ensure safe delivery of food, medicine,
and aid to besieged areas.

Call on Member States and donors to allocate more and targeted resources to the humanitarian response to
address the intersecting protection crisis arising due to militarised sexual and gender based violence in production
areas, displacement centers and in conflict-affected areas.

Demand the creation of an international tribunal on sexual and gender based violence and other crimes targeting
women such as detentions and torture as evident in many videos recorded by the RSF and the most recent video
showing the torture of Gisma Ali Omer to ensure accountability for perpetrators and to end impunity.

Support women-led organisations and groups to continue engaging in peace through dialogues, documentation and
direct engagement in the peace talks and during the transitional and reconstruction processes.

For media enquiries contact reem@nalafem.org
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Nalafem Sudan Taskforce

Survivals from 15th April war initiative

Midanik Feminist Movement- Sudan

Malikah, inc.

Syrian Female Journalists Network

Sudanese women rights action (SUWRA)

We Are Purposeful

The Regional Coalition for Women Human Rights Defenders in South West Asia and North Africa (WHRD-MENA)
Bahri Observatory for Human Rights

Nivishe Foundation

Nobel Women'’s Initiative

Akin Mama Wa Afrika (AMwA)

Kayan Organization for Women Empowerment,
Instituto Update- Brazil

Peace for Sudan Platform

Individuals
e Aya Chebbi, Tunisia e Hon. Emma Theofelus, Namibia
o Chimwemwe A Fabiano, Malawi ¢ Rose Wachuka Macharia, Kenya
e Dr. Syeda Re'em Hussain, Kenya ¢ Hon. Joanah Mamombe, Zimbabwe
e Enass Abdalla, Sudan e Zulaikha Patel, South Africa
e Mahasin Dahab, Sudan ¢ Oluwaseun Ayodeji Osowobi, Nigeria
e Mayada Adil, Sudan ¢ Martine Kessy Ekomo Soignet, Central African Republic
¢ Reem Abbas, Sudan ¢ Aisha Yesufu, Nigeria

Reel Muaz, Sudan
Rosa Bransky, United Kingdom
Sabah Yousif, Sudan
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