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Nala Feminist Collective (Nalafem) welcomes the CSW Revitalization Process as a critical opportunity to
transform the Commission into a more relevant, inclusive, and politically responsive platform for young
women and girls, particularly across Africa. As a Pan-African, multitergenerational feminist movement, we
are committed to ensuring that the CSW evolves beyond symbolic participation and annual convenings into
a sustained and action-driven process that reflects the leadership, realities, and aspirations of feminist
movements on the ground.

The revitalization of CSW must move beyond rhetoric to embed structural and procedural reform that
democratizes access, amplifies grassroots voices, and institutionalizes youth leadership—especially of
African women and girls who remain underrepresented in global gender governance. A truly revitalized CSW
must become a bold engine of feminist multilateralism: inclusive in composition, transformative in mandate,
and accountable in action.

We recall and reaffirm the commitments made under the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA), the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), Sustainable
Development Goal 5 on gender equality, and the Africa Young Women’s Beijing +25 Manifesto    . In 2024,
Nalafem convened consultations with over 100 young people from North Africa and its diaspora as part of
the Beijing +30 process. This submission is grounded in the North Africa Youth Beijing +30 Declaration   ,
which was submitted to UN Women on 3rd December 2024, the recommendations in the Declaration were
included in the Africa youth position. The declaration  called for feminist leadership, the decolonization of
global governance, and the meaningful participation of grassroots feminist movements.

We express deep concern that the current CSW framework does not adequately reflect or respond to the
needs of young feminists, indigenous movements, and marginalized communities, particularly from the
Global South and conflict-affected regions. The revitalization process must therefore create formal
mechanisms that move youth participation from side events to decision-making tables, and from observer
status to co-creators of global gender policy.

We appreciate the efforts of UN Women, Member States, and other actors to enhance inclusivity, but we
urge the Commission to center feminist leadership—particularly young, African, grassroots, and decolonial—
in both process and substance. To that end, we call for the following core reforms:
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https://minorityrights.org/new-report-sheds-light-on-anti-black-racism-as-well-as-language-and-land-rights-affecting-the-indigenous-amazigh-people-in-morocco/
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/39669-doc-africa_young_women_beijing25_manifesto_1.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/39669-doc-africa_young_women_beijing25_manifesto_1.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/cso-beijing30-report-regional-nalafem-en.pdf
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Establish a Multigenerational Advisory Group (MAG): Create a formal mechanism to ensure young
feminists and grassroots leaders co-lead in shaping CSW agendas, priorities, and conclusions.
Institutionalize permanent youth seats within Member State delegations: Ensure the inclusion of
youth-led and feminist-led organizations in all negotiations, not just parallel sessions.
End the geopolitical erasure of North Africa: Cease the labeling of North Africa under
MENA/SWANA/Arab States in CSW processes. Recognize North African youth as part of African
feminist movements for true regional solidarity.

Develop a localized feminist framework: Integrate grassroots and indigenous African feminist
movements into CSW structures, including those from North Africa.
Institutionalize regional pre-CSW consultations: Engage governments and feminist organizations in
formal pre-CSW dialogues to co-design global agendas and ensure local realities shape international
commitments.

Mandate annual government progress reports: Include civil society in tracking and reporting on national
gender equality commitments.
Create a CSW Accountability Scorecard: Track government performance on agreed conclusions publicly
and regularly to increase transparency and incentivize action.

Create CSW Feminist Fund -committing to flexible, long-term funding: Support feminist organizations
through unrestricted, sustainable funding that acknowledges the longevity and labor of movement-
building. Unite donors around a fund that supports feminists to engage meaningfully in the CSW
process.

Expand financial and visa support: Provide targeted funding for young mothers, refugee leaders,
caregivers, and marginalized youth—especially from Africa and conflict-affected regions.
Institutionalize hybrid participation models: Formalize remote engagement pathways for youth and
activists from regions affected by conflict, displacement, or structural exclusion. This can be hosted at
country or regional level for a week long engagements with Livestream from CSW but also allowing side
events hosting on other continents 

1. STRENGTHEN YOUTH AND FEMINIST LEADERSHIP IN DECISION-MAKING

2. LOCALIZE CSW STRUCTURES AND ENGAGEMENT

3. ENSURE ACCOUNTABILITY FOR AGREED CONCLUSIONS

5. PRIORITIZE FEMINIST FUNDING STRUCTURES

4. REFORM CSW PARTICIPATION TO ENSURE EQUITY AND ACCESS
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Invest in Global South, youth-led research: Prioritize knowledge production by youth, especially from
North Africa, to shape evidence-based policy informed by lived realities.
Embed feminist participatory research in policy-making: Ensure CSW conclusions are grounded in
participatory methodologies that reflect communities' own definitions of justice, equity, and rights.

Establish protection measures for WHRDs: Implement safety protocols for activists facing legal,
political, or digital threats, including at CSW.
Mandate national consultations with feminist movements: Require Member States to engage civil
society in drafting national reports, ensuring they reflect diverse and grassroots realities.

6. ADVANCE DECOLONIAL AND INTERSECTIONAL GENDER RESEARCH

7. PROTECT WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS (WHRDS) AND FEMINIST
ACTIVISTS

CONCLUSION

ABOUT US
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Nalafem stands ready to partner with Member States, UN Women, and the Co-Facilitators to co-create a
Commission that is inclusive, transparent, and rooted in feminist accountability. A revitalized CSW must not
merely include young African feminists—it must be shaped by them. Let us seize this moment to build a
CSW that works for all women and girls by working with all women and girls.
We remain actively seized of the matter.

Nalafem is a multigenerational Pan-African collective of women political leaders driving transformative
feminist leadership towards the liberation of African women and girls. 
This platform was launched in July 2021 but emerged in 2020 from Africa Young Women Beijing+25
Manifesto (B+25 Manifesto) developed in consultation with 1,500 young people from across 44 African
countries and over 30 partners. The B+25 Manifesto is a groundbreaking feminist political document that
sets out 10 bold demands. Nalafem efforts in collaboration with youth activists succeeded to collect over
10,000 signatures and 8 out of the 10 demands were included into UN Action coalitions and Women, Peace
and Security and Humanitarian Action Compact.
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